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MINSTER’S LETTER 
Dear Friends,  

September, being the start of the Methodist year has often been a 
time of endings and new beginnings. So Happy New year to you 
all! As the summer draws to an end (what summer, some may 
ask), many churches are planning to celebrate Harvest and God’s 
goodness to us. Harvest is also a time for endings and new 
beginnings, the ripened crop is gathered in and soon it will be time 
to prepare the ground to be sown again. Jesus told a parable 
about a farmer who went out and sowed his crop which ended up 
in a variety of places, such as between rocks, choked by weeds or 
eaten by birds. Other seed however, fell into good soil and brought 
forth grain (Mark 4:2-9). What is the most important lesson to be 
drawn from this parable of the sower? Is it that our lives need to be 
like fertile soil, receptive to God’s Word, so that we bear a rich 
harvest to His glory? Or the point of the parable could be that we 
need to guard against shallow discipleship and that we need to 
have our lives deeply rooted in Christ. That is certainly an 
important point, because often people commit themselves to 
Christ in a surge of enthusiasm, and then quickly fall away. We 
can even say that by telling this parable Jesus is telling us that 
some people will never respond to the gospel. The truth of course 
is that all of these points are valid. There is, nevertheless, a further 
lesson in Jesus’ words which is perhaps even more important than 
any other and that is quite simply we all need to sow. The seed 
may be the object of the story, but the sower has to first sow it, 
and for the word ‘sower’ read ‘us’. We are the ones called to 
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spread God’s Word, the responsibility of proclaiming the good 
news of Christ is entrusted to all of us. Sowing of any kind is a 
risky business, whether we are farmers, gardeners or Christians 
sowing the seeds of the gospel. As Christians we are called to 
respond creatively to the challenges that face the church and 
community. We are called to help bring about new beginnings, 
not only in us, but also to all those we meet.  

Every Blessing, 

Rev Tanya 

WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER 

LIDGETT PARK 

01 Sept 10.30 am Mrs Catherine Frieze 
08 Sept 10.30 am Revd Tanya Short Holy Communion 
       Pastoral Visitors 
15 Sept 10.30 am Dr Karen Illingworth 
22 Sept 10.30 am Revd Tanya Short Baptism 
29 Sept 10.30 am Prof Peter Howdle 
    6.30 pm Revd Tanya Short Ecumenical 
SHADWELL 

01 Sept 9.30 am Revd Tanya Short 
08 Sept 9.30 am Mr Ted Britton 
15 Sept 9.30 am Revd Tanya Short Holy Communion 
22 Sept 9.30 am Mrs Mary Curl 
29 Sept 9.30 am Mr Roger Richardson  
	 	 		

THURSDAY QUIET TIME 

This is to let you know that the Thursday Quiet Time (10.00 – 
10.30) begins again on Thursday 5th September. 
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE

These prayers are published also in the magazines of our 
ecumenical partners, St Andrew’s Church and St Edmund’s 
Church.

A prayer for the Church:

O God, 
Make the door of this house 

wide enough to receive 
all who need 

human love and fellowship 
and a heavenly Father’s care; 
and narrow enough to shut out 

all envy, pride and hate. 
Make its threshold smooth  

enough to be no stumbling-block 
to children, nor to straying feet, 
but rugged enough to turn back 

the tempter’s power; 
and make it a gateway 

to Thine eternal kingdom. 

Thomas Ken 1637 -1711. 

WHAT DO QUAKERS SAY? 

In all people there is something sacred. 
All people are equal before God. 
Religion is about the whole of life. 
In stillness we find a deeper sense of God’s presence. 
True religion leads to respect for the earth and all life upon it. 
Each person is unique and precious. 

I for one would sign up to that. Ed. 
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JOE ROBERTS (4.3.1923 to 20.5.2019) 

How does one begin to pay tribute 
to someone such as Joe? Many of 
us will remember Joan’s moving 
tribute to him at the funeral service. 
He was someone with a passion 
for music ever since his time as a 
choirboy and scholar at St 
George’s Church and School. A 
man with no formal academic 
training in music he came to be 
widely known and respected as 
both a tenor soloist and as a 
conductor and musical director. His 
knowledge of music was 
encyclopaedic. Over his long 
career he 
had been 
a member 

of the Leeds Philharmonic and Leeds 
Festival Choirs, a founder member of the 
Leeds Guild of Singers, Conductor of the 
Leeds Methodist Choir, Musical Director of 
the Horsforth Choral Society, Choirmaster 
here at Lidgett Park and at the age of 83 
he took on the challenge of becoming 
Conductor and Musical Director of the 
Wendel Singers, a choir which was ailing 
at the time and which he built up over the 
next 12 years. All of this was in addition to 
numerous guest appearances with choirs 
all over West Yorkshire and beyond. We all 
remember the splendid Christmas 
concerts he did for us with the Wendel 
Singers at Lidgett Park in recent years as 
well as his popular “come and sing” 
Messiahs. 
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Joe prepared for all his concerts with meticulous care. Nothing was 
left to chance. I remember one concert where we had an additional 
rehearsal one hour before because Joe was not satisfied, and the 
extra effort paid off. But Joe would never take to task someone who 
he knew was trying their best and he was always there to support 
and encourage. I had never done any choral singing until I retired 
11 years ago when Joe persuaded me to give the Wendel Singers a 
try. This was the beginning of much enjoyment both with the 
Wendel Singers and with other groups, a whole new world of music 
and friendship, so thank you Joe. For all his talent Joe remained a 
self-effacing and somewhat shy man. Will we miss his jokes? Well 
perhaps some of them. 

Stan Pearson. 

A POEM READ AT JOE’S FUNERAL 
The following poem was read at the funeral by Karen Illingworth 

Feel no guilt in laughter, he’d know how much you care. 
Feel no sorrow in a smile that he’s not there to share. 

You cannot grieve forever; he wouldn’t want you to. 
He’d hope that you could carry on the way you always do. 

So, talk about the good times and the way you showed you cared, 
the days you spent together, all the happiness you shared. 

Let memories surround you, a word someone may say 
will suddenly recapture a time, an hour, a day, 
that brings him back as clearly as though he were still here, 
and fills you with the feeling that he is always near. 

For if you keep those moments, you will never be apart. 
And he will live forever, locked safely in your heart. 

Author Unknown 
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PROJECT NEWS. SEPTEMBER 2019. 

The Project Group welcomed two new members to the 
committee at our meeting on August 12th. Mary Patchett and Jan 
Rippin join us to help raise money for their two charities – Oasis 
Relief Zambia and the Sreepur Village in Bangladesh. How they 
felt at being part of such a raucous group, we have yet to 
discover! But our group’s remit has always been to have fun 
whilst at the same time pursuing the serious business of fund-
raising and I’m sure they will get used to us in time! 

We already have some definite dates for your diaries:  

Sunday October 6th – Harvest Lunch and Project Launch. 
This will be after the Harvest Festival and will also replace the 
usual bi-monthly Sunday Lunch due to be held the week after 
(October 13th). A list will be put up in the foyer nearer the time so 
do please make sure you sign up for another delicious 
communal meal and hear more about the Sreepur Village 
charity. 

Friday November 15th (or possibly Thursday 14th) and 
Saturday 16th – the Drama Group present a Murder Mystery 
with hot supper.  

Tuesday December 17th – Christmas Concert with the 
Wendell Singers and YEP Brass Ensemble. 

Sunday February 9th 2020 – annual Bangers and Mash 
lunch, again after morning service. 

We are looking at the possibility of a “Bake Off” type event in 
Spring and are in contact with a couple of musical groups who 
have proved very popular in the past. We will let you have further 
information as soon as we have it. 

Elsewhere in the magazine, you will read an article by Jackie 
Bennett about the buying of spring-flowering bulbs which will be 
planted in the church grounds. We are very grateful to Jackie for 
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THE SWING DANCE 

It is always a privilege to hear good quality live music. Swing and 
Jazz may not be everyone’s cup of tea, but the standard of The 
Little Big Band is so high as is every that of all the varied groups 
Rebecca Todd plays with. Three members sang as well as 
played and some danced when the music played was recorded. 
They obviously absolutely love what they do.  

The other wonderful contribution to the evening came from Swing 
Dance Leeds. Robert and his partner led the dancing for the 
evening. He probably only sat out of three dances all evening. He 
skilfully taught us the basic moves so that anyone would be able 
to have a dance during the evening. Members of some of his 
classes were there who enthusiastically joined in all evening, 
only pausing to catch their breath.  

The music was loud, a brass band with drums and keyboard of 
about twenty is always going to make a big sound playing swing, 
so conversation was not an option. It was unnecessary because 
watching was so entertaining. Robert danced with various people 
guiding some of our multiple left feet with a deftness that belied 
my clumsy attempts certainly. He exuded an infectious 
confidence and enthusiasm. Those who go to his classes 
entertained us throughout so although there were many who 
never ventured on to the dance floor we all thoroughly enjoyed 
the spectacle.  

this wonderful idea which will not only raise money for the Project 
but also greatly enhance the outside of the church.  

 Our thanks, as always, for your continuing and enthusiastic 
support. Our new entrance has been achieved and we can now 
concentrate fully on our two chosen charities to help those in the 
world who are far less fortunate than ourselves. 

Margaret Farrar. On behalf of the Project Group.  
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The swing dance has become an annual event. I would encourage 
anyone who enjoys the music to book it in their diary for next year. It 
is a wonderfully different form of entertainment. Look at the faces. 

Mary Patchett 
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THE ELYSIAN SINGERS 

On Saturday 13th July we were treated to a splendid concert by 
the Elysian Singers under their musical director, Jonathan 
Power. All the money raised went to our sponsored charities, 
Oasis Relief, Zambia, and Sreepur village, Bangladesh. We had 
medieval religious music, negro spirituals, modern sacred and 
secular songs and jazz. In addition we had solo items including 
one of the organ played by David Wilks. It was a most enjoyable 
evening. Thank you to all who took part. 

Stan Pearson 

ALCOHOL ON METHODIST PREMISES 

I would like to add my views on the question of alcohol on the 
church premises. How would this be “policed” IF we ever agreed 
to it?  As far as I know St. Andrew’s allow their own members to 
have alcohol at their own functions. A member of Oakwood 
church to whom I was speaking one evening was quite shocked 
to have gone to a musical evening at St. Andrew’s to find drink 
there. Would we do the same if allowed? I know we lose a lot of 
bookings because we do not allow alcohol on the premises. It is 
not the drink I would object to but the abuse of it by the general 
public. I am on the “locking up” rota and would not like to be 
there (nor anyone else there) to lock up at the end of such an 
evening and for this reason I am glad we say NO to requests.    
Val Faint 

We will now draw this debate to a close, but I saw the little verse 
below on a plaque in the Kendall while on holiday this summer. 

There is a spirit above and a spirit below, 
A Spirit of love and a spirit of woe. 
The Spirit above is the Spirit divine, 
But the spirit below is the spirit of wine. 

I guess this is the view of Conference. Ed.
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SHADWELL METHODIST CHURCH 

Lots of things to report on after an 
interesting summer in Shadwell. The 
Barbeque was a 
resounding 
success – there 
was lots of food, 
in spite of extra 

people arriving at the last minute, and 
the weather was perfect, which meant 
the children enjoyed playing with the 
bouncy castle, slide, building blocks, parachute etc. Thanks to all 
who came, our chef, and those who provided salads and sweets 
– an incredible selection of both! 

Bowling and Pizza at Kirkstall was a 
thoroughly enjoyable morning, (a 
party  from 3 to 93 years), the scores 
were respectable if not inspired, and 
a good time (and lunch) was had by 
all. 

Attendances at the Saturday Coffee Mornings over the summer 
have been a little depleted by holidays, but different people are 
beginning to try us out, and once the holiday season is over we 
hope to see you all again on 6th September. The Tuesday Cafes 
are still very popular. And this month on 17th September we are 
offering a variety of homemade soups. Hopefully the weather will 
not be so cold yet that we need warming up, but the flavours will 
be good. 

Our big news of the new church year is the arrival of our new 
minister Rev. Tanya Short, who is moving from North Yorkshire to 



�11

take responsibility for Shadwell and Lidgett Park Methodist 
churches; a different partnership of churches for us, though we 
already work together in some areas.  

Date for your diary – Our Harvest Festival Service is at 9.30am on 
October 6th, and everyone is invited to join in the Harvest Supper 
and auction of perishable gifts on the evening of 7th October, in 
Church. Numbers would be a help in catering, so if you would like 
to come, please let us know. 

Think about it – World Peace starts with a smile 

THE PRESENT 

It will take just a minute to read this and change your thinking. 

Two men, both seriously ill, occupied the same hospital room. 
One man was allowed to sit up in his bed for an hour each 
afternoon to help drain the fluid from his lungs. His bed was next 
to the room's only window. The other man had to spend all his 
time flat on his back. 

The men talked for hours on end. They spoke of their wives and 
families, their homes, their jobs, their involvement in the military 
service, where they had been on vacation. Every afternoon, 
when the man in the bed by the window could sit up, he would 
pass the time by describing to his roommate all the things he 
could see outside the window. 

The man in the other bed began to live for those one-hour 
periods where his world would be broadened and enlivened by 
all the activity and colour of the world outside. The window 
overlooked a park with a lovely lake. Ducks and swans played 
on the water while children sailed their model boats. Young 
lovers walked arm in arm amidst flowers of every colour and a 
fine view of the city skyline could be seen in the distance. As the 
man by the window described all this in exquisite details, the 
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man on the other side of the room would close his eyes and 
imagine this picturesque scene. 

One warm afternoon, the man by the window described a parade 
passing by. Although the other man could not hear the band - he 
could see it in his mind's eye as the gentleman by the window 
portrayed it with descriptive words. Days, weeks and months 
passed. 

One morning, the day nurse arrived to bring water for their baths 
only to find the lifeless body of the man by the window, who had 
died peacefully in his sleep. She was saddened and called the 
hospital attendants to take the body away. 

As soon as it seemed appropriate, the other man asked if he 
could be moved next to the window. The nurse was happy to 
make the switch, and after making sure he was comfortable, she 
left him alone. Slowly, painfully, he propped himself up on one 
elbow to take his first look at the real world outside. 
He strained to slowly turn to look out the window besides the bed. 
It faced a blank wall. 

The man asked the nurse what could have compelled his 
deceased roommate who had described such wonderful things 
outside this window. The nurse responded that the man was blind 
and could not even see the wall. She said, 'Perhaps he just 
wanted to encourage you.' 

Epilogue: 
There is tremendous happiness in making others happy, despite 
our own situations. Shared grief is half the sorrow, but happiness 
when shared, is doubled. If you want to feel rich, just count all the 
things you have that money can't buy. Today is a gift, that is why 
it is called, ' The Present.' 

With thanks to Rachel Mounsey
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LEICA AND THE JEWS 
The Leica is the pioneer 35mm camera. It is a German product - 
precise, minimalist, and utterly efficient. Behind its worldwide 
acceptance as a creative tool was a family-owned, socially oriented 
firm that, during the Nazi era, acted with uncommon grace, 
generosity and modesty. E. Leitz Inc., designer and manufacturer 
of Germany's most famous photographic product, saved its 
Jews. And Ernst Leitz II, the steely-eyed Protestant patriarch who 
headed the closely held firm as the Holocaust loomed across 
Europe, acted in such a way as to earn the title, "the photography 
industry's Schindler." 

As soon as Adolf Hitler was named chancellor of Germany in 1933, 
Ernst Leitz II began receiving frantic calls from Jewish associates, 
asking for his help in getting them and their families out of the 
country. As Christians, Leitz and his family were immune to Nazi 
Germany's Nuremberg laws, which restricted the movement of 
Jews and limited their professional activities.  

To help his Jewish workers and colleagues, Leitz quietly 
established what has become known among historians of the 
Holocaust as "the Leica Freedom Train," a covert means of 
allowing Jews to leave Germany in the guise of Leitz employees 
being assigned overseas. Employees, retailers, family members, 
even friends of family members were "assigned" to Leitz sales 
offices in France, Britain, Hong Kong and the United Stats, Leitz's 
activities intensified after the Kristallnacht of November 1938, 
during which synagogues and Jewish shops were burned across 
Germany.  

Before long, German "employees" were disembarking from the 
ocean liner Bremen at a New York pier and making their way to the 
Manhattan office of Leitz Inc., where executives quickly found them 
jobs in the photographic industry Each new arrival had around his 
or her neck the symbol of freedom - a new Leica camera. The 
refugees were paid a stipend until they could find work. Out of this 
migration came designers, repair technicians, salespeople, 
marketers and writers for the photographic press. Keeping the story 
quiet, the "Leica Freedom Train" was at its height in 1938 and early 
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1939 delivering groups of refugees to New York every few 
weeks. Then, with the invasion of Poland on Sept. 1, 1939, 
Germany closed its borders. By that time, hundreds of 
endangered Jews had escaped to America, thanks to the Leitzs' 
efforts.  

How did Ernst Leitz II and his staff get away with it? Leitz, Inc. 
was an internationally recognized brand that reflected credit on 
the newly resurgent Reich. The company produced cameras, 
range-finders and other optical systems for the German military. 
Also, the Nazi government desperately needed hard currency 
from abroad, and Leitz's single biggest market for optical goods 
was the United States. 

Even so, members of the Leitz family and firm suffered for their 
good works. A top executive was jailed for working to help Jews 
and freed only after the payment of a large bribe. 
Leitz's daughter, Elsie Kuhn-Leitz, was imprisoned by the 
Gestapo after she was caught at the border, helping Jewish 
women cross into Switzerland. She eventually was freed but 
endured rough treatment in the course of questioning. She also 
fell under suspicion when she attempted to improve the living 
conditions of 700 to 800 Ukrainian slave laborers, all of them 
women, who had been assigned to work in the plant during the 
1940s. (After the war, Kuhn-Leitz received numerous honours for 
her humanitarian efforts, among them the Officier d'honneur des 
Palms Academic from France in 1965 and the Aristide Briand 
Medal from the European Academy in the 1970s.) 

Why has no one told this story until now? According to the late 
Norman Lipton, a freelance writer and editor, the Leitz family 
wanted no publicity for its heroic efforts. Only after the last 
member of the Leitz family was dead did the "Leica Freedom 
Train" finally come to light. It is now the subject of a book, "The 
Greatest Invention of the Leitz Family: The Leica Freedom 
Train," by Frank Dabba Smith, a California-born Rabbi currently 
living in England. Memories of the righteous should live on…. 

With thanks to Rachel Mounsey.
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WHAT’S IN THE NEWS 
Man Bites Dog 

The above title caught my eye in section 2 of the Independent (The 
Big Read 31st July 2019). It is a rather long article and (to my mind) 
a bit rambling but it does make some points which merit further 
study. 

The first is the long-held suspicion that there is a connection 
between earlier animal cruelty and later murder.  

Jeffrey Dahmer, the “Milwaukee cannibal” who dismembered 17 people 
three decades ago, had first practised his butchery by cutting up dogs 
and cats and impaling their heads on sticks. Ian Brady, the Moors 
murderer who tortured and killed five children in the 1960s, boasted of 
killing his first cat when he was just 10, and went on to burn another cat 
alive, stone dogs and cut off rabbits’ heads before going on to target 
people. Robert Thompson and Jon Venables would shoot pigeons with 
air rifles and tie rabbits to railway lines to watch them be run over – until 
in 1993 they killed toddler James Bulger. 

The second is the idea that exposure to violence desensitises 
people and makes them more accepting of it. The article refers to 
recent research from the University of Teesside into animal abuse 
on the streets of Romania where stray dogs are put to death on the 
streets often in the sight of children. Nearly all the children 
questioned had seen dogs caught in a noose, poisoned or hanged 
on the streets. This is then coupled with statistics that show that 
domestic violence is common in Romania and it is implied that 
there is a causal link. In the UK, the Ministry of Justice figures from 
last year show that 13 convicted murderers, 22 rapists and 99 
people guilty of child cruelty had also been convicted or cautioned 
for animal cruelty offences over the last decade. 

So, the suggestion is being put forward is that children exposed to 
scenes of animal cruelty become desensitised to violence and 
cruelty and are put at risk of themselves becoming violent, first 
towards animals and later towards humans. The RSPCA 
apparently now shares information with the NSPCC in cases of 
animal cruelty where children may be at such risk. 
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Finally, there is the concern that children are exposed to scenes 
of violence against animals on line (as well as other scenes of 
violence) and there has long been the suggestion that over-
exposure in the news to scenes of suffering, whether in war or as 
a result of natural disaster can result in an acceptance of such 
things by the general population. 

Statistical associations do not prove cause and effect as we all 
know, but they can be pointers to what may be happening, and 
such research reinforces the feeling that many have that the 
internet and social media may be “normalising” violent, cruel and 
abusive behaviour, surely something which merits further study. 

Stan Pearson 

Faith as well as science put a man on the moon.  

I am paraphrasing an article which was in the Telegraph at the 
time of the celebrations of the 50th anniversary of the Moon 
landings this year. 

On Christmas Eve 1968, a message was broadcast to Earth from 
the orbit of the Moon: “And God said let there be light: and there 
was light”. The words were spoken by William Anders, as he and 
fellow crew members Jim Lovell and Frank Borman recited 
Genesis chapter 1 in a broadcast watched by one billion people. 

Many of the 12 men to walk on the Moon were Christian. Two 
Moonwalkers, Charlie Duke and James Irwin, went on to devote 
much of the rest of their lives to their faith; another returned to 
Earth convinced of God’s existence, and the fourth was a  
Presbyterian Minister, Buzz  Aldrin. His first act on the Moon was 
a spiritual one. In the silence of the lunar module he took some 
bread and wine and gave himself Communion. John  Glenn 
returned from orbiting the Moon and said “To look out at this kind 
of creation and not believe in God is to me impossible”. 
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As the astronauts of Apollo11 prepared to land, Gene Kranz, the 
flight director, went to Mass to pray for “wise judgement and 
courage”. 

Muslim astronaut Sheikh Muszaphar Shukor had to work out the 
logistics of praying to Mecca while in the International Space 
Station. 

Eugene Cernan, the 11th man to walk on the Moon, said “ When I 
looked back home there was too much purpose, too much logic. 
The Earth to me was just too beautiful to have happened by 
accident”.  

The Apollo greats who walked on the Moon did it through 
technological achievement, mathematics and complex algorithms. 
But the role of faith in sustaining their efforts ]cannot be 
overlooked.  

Val Faint
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BUY A BULB  

Please buy a bulb or two or as many as you wish and they will be 
planted in the gardens around the Church. 

At the October Saturday Coffee morning there will be the 
opportunity to buy a variety of spring bulbs – snowdrops, crocuses, 
daffodils and tulips. They can be bought singly or in any mix or 
number you wish but with prices to suit all pockets.  There will be a 
plan of the grounds so if you wish to say where you want them 
planting you can do so. You could also have them planted in 
memory of someone.  Any money raised will go to the Church 
Project. 

The bulbs will be planted in the following weeks and you can then 
come back in the Spring to the February and March Coffee 
mornings and see the results in hopefully a very colourful display. 
A list of any planted in memory will be provided. 

A form will be provided at the coffee morning to complete with your 
choices. 

Jackie Bennett 

The lifeboat was called out to a yacht in trouble in dirty weather. 
The coastguard, trying to get the yacht's exact location, called it 
on the radio. 'What is your position? Repeat. What is your 
position?' And the answer came, faint but determined from the 
skipper: 'My position...well, I'm the marketing director of a 
medium-sized computer software firm in the East Midlands'. 
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JESUS' ONE-LINERS – 6 

Whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. 
Matthew 5.40 

In this short saying we have a picture which will be unfamiliar to 
most of us in this country, for it is a picture which has its roots in 
foreign occupation. However, it is a picture with which Jesus and 
his fellow Jews would have been all too familiar, living in 
Palestine under the tyrannical rule of Rome. 

We must imagine a situation where anyone could be pressed, at 
any time, into the forced service of the Roman occupying power. 
Citizens could be compelled to supply food, to provide 
accommodation, and to carry baggage etc. Always this threat of 
compulsion hung over everyone. At any moment, a Jew in 
Palestine might feel the touch of a Roman spear on his shoulder 
and know that he was being compelled to provide some service. 
We remember, in the Passion narrative, how Simon of Cyrene 
was compelled to carry the crossbeam of Jesus' cross to Calvary. 

So what is Jesus saying to us in this short and pithy one-liner? 
One lesson (and there are others) that he seems to be stressing 
is that when you are given a task, even if it is unreasonable and 
you don't like it , try not to do it as a duty to be resented, but 
instead do it as a service to be gladly carried out. In other words 
Jesus is reminding us that there are always two ways of doing 
something. We can either do it in such a way that we make it 
very clear that we will do it with the minimum of effort and 
efficiency, or that we can do it well and with a cheerful smile. In 
Jesus' eyes there is no place for the lazy and inefficient worker, 
or the grudging attitude. 

As always, Jesus challenges us. He lays down the principle of 
how we should act (even using an example taken from the 
military occupation which he continually challenged and which 
led to his death to illustrate his point) and then asks the question 
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'But how do you actually act?' A difficult question. And what is our 
answer? 
Can we say that we never act grudgingly, even resentfully? 

Gerry Leake 

THOUGHTS TO PONDER 

Our finger prints don't fade from the lives we touch. 
          Judy Blume 

Sometimes it takes a good fail to really know where you stand. 
          Hayley Williams 

The worst thing about new books is that they keep us from reading 
the old ones. 
          Joseph Joubert 

Whoever is careless with the truth in small matters cannot be 
trusted with important matters. 
          Albert Einstein 

A person who dares to waste one hour of time has not discovered 
the value of life. 
          Charles Darwin 

Great minds discuss ideas. Average minds discuss events. Small 
minds discuss people. 
          Henry Thomas Buckle 

Every gun that is made, every warship that is launched, every 
rocket fired represents in the final analysis, a theft from those who 
hunger and are not fed, who are naked and not clothed. 
 Dwight D Eisenhower 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask 
or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us. 
 Ephesians 3:20
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GOING	BANANAS!	
Reading	Barbara	Holmes’	“Unexpected	Experience”	brought	back	into	my	
memory	something	that	happened	to	me,	also	many	years	ago	in	1971.	
One	morning,	out	of	the	blue,	our	phone	rang,	and	to	my	surprise	it	was	
the	Meanwood	SalvaQon	Army	Officer	with	a	request.	“I	have	to	place	
seven	children	because	the	arrival	of	number	eight	is	imminent	and,	with	
the	mother	in	hospital,	the	father	is	worried	because	he	is	working	
nights.	Could	you	take	any?	I	will	take	them	to	school	and	back	every	
day.”	

I	answered	that	I	might	take	three	of	them.	That	day	went	very	quickly	for	
me	as	I	baked	some	buns	for	teaQme	and	got	three	beds	ready	for	the	
night,	puXng	them	in	the	same	bedroom.	The	children	didn’t	know	me	at	
all.	We	had	never	met	them	before,	and	I	felt	sorry	for	them!	But	what	a	
lesson	I	was	about	to	learn.	The	children	appreciated	everything	from	the	
li[le	girl	dancing	round	the	table	saying,	“Ooh,	you’ve	made	a	party!	And	
bananas!	Only	the	baby	gets	bananas	to	eat	at	our	house.”	I	asked	her	
what	they	ate,	and	she	said,	“Porridge	at	home	mostly.”	Actually,	I	had	
only	iced	buns	as	an	a\erthought,	but	they	ate	and	enjoyed	everything	
and	my	‘extended	family’	ate	lots	of	bananas	at	every	meal.	

They	were	a	joy	to	look	a\er.	The	family	was	very	poor	and	lacking	in	this	
world’s	goods,	but	they	were	loved	and	well-cared	for	at	home.	They	
arrived	with	a	ba[ered	old	suitcase	which	burst	open	to	reveal	the	girl’s	
favourite	dress	and	she	pounced	on	it,	danced	around	and	did	a	twirl	for	
me.	The	boys	had	arrived	without	coats	on	and	I	asked	her	if	they	had	
forgo[en	them.	“Oh	no,”	she	said,	“they	just	put	two	jumpers	on	if	it	is	
cold”	dismissing	my	quesQon	airily.		

The	week	went	in	a	flash	and	so	I	offered	to	keep	them	longer,	thinking	to	
help	the	mother	with	a	new	baby	to	care	for.	But	the	officer	told	me,	“No	
she	wants	them	all	there	waiQng	for	her	when	she	comes	home	from	the	
hospital.”		

My	generous	friends	with	children	had	given	good	clothing	to	fill	the	
suitcase,	toys	and	other	treats.	What	an	unexpected,	joyous	week	for	us	
all	and	I	now	wonder	if	they	ever	remember	their	holiday	with	us	all.	
Joyce	Wood	
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TOUGH MUDDER 

This is to let you know that we cracked it! Together we have raised 
a massive £700 pounds for Oasis Relief and the money is still 
coming in. We crawled through, swam through, slid down, waded 
through, scrambled over and even walked through MUD. We were 
the eldest on the block by some margin. At the end we were wet, 
cold, and exhausted but exuberant. Thank you so much for your 
support and sponsorship. 

Mary Patchett 
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SHADWELL METHODIST CHURCH  
Cafe Morning 10.00 am - 12.30 pm 

17th September   Soups 
15th October    Paninis & Toasties 
19th November   Bacon Butties 
17th December   Xmas Treats 

There will also be the usual wide range of delicious home-baked 
cakes and scones and a variety of styles of coffee. The company 
is excellent so come and meet the people of Shadwell 

LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP  
 
Meeting alternate Thursday evenings at 7.45 pm in the 
Community Hall.   We usually have about 27 very friendly ladies 
attending each meeting, but there are room for more.    So please 
come along and join us, you'll be made very welcome.   Please 
ask for a programme and see if there is anything you might be 
interested in - or look on the Lobby noticeboard.  We usually have 
a Speaker, refreshments and plenty of chat.   There is a small 
charge of £3 for each meeting. 
 
12th Sept      WELCOME BACK  
 
26th Sept       Faye Cryer speaking about the work that The Marie 
Curie charity does, some of which you may not be aware. 
 
 Lynne and Anne 
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AutopointTroy HAREHILLS
Harehills Lane, Leeds LS8 5JT.

HALTON
Selby Road, Leeds LS15 0QL.

(0113) 264 5826
(0113) 260 8464

(0113) 240 4141

Claim £10  OFF your
next Troy service!
BRING THIS COUPON WITH YOU TO QUALIFY
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*

*If repaired on
our premises

ALL MAKES
ALL MODELS
SERVICE

INCLUDING RE-TEST

TYRES

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:

www.troyautopoint.co.uk

£10£10£10 OOOFFFFFF
YOUR NEXT 
SERVICE!

On production of this voucher.

including Oil & Filter!

OR TELEPHONE 
FOR LATEST PRICES
OR TELEPHONE 
FOR LATEST PRICES

VISIT OUR ONLINE 
TYRE STORE

55
1965 to 20 20

A Family Business Since 1965
• SERVICE • KNOWLEDGE • INTEGRITY

WE SERVICE HYBRIDS!

SAVE £££££S

On production of this voucher.
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1 8 5 9  - 2 0 1 9  

Tel: 0113 239 5770
www.adairpaxton.co.uk

Offices:
11 Station Road, Horsforth, Leeds, LS18 5PA
481 Otley Road, Adel, Leeds, LS16 7NR
1 Oxford Place, Leeds, City Centre, LS1 3AX
Sanderson House, Station Road, LS18 5NT

•  Sales & Lettings
•  Property Management
•  Surveys & Valuations
•  Block Management
•  Boundary Disputes & Mediation
•  Lease Extensions

“Proudly celebrating our 160th Anniversary”
Residential and Commercial Property Experts


